War Diary to Zutphen

North Nova Scotia Highlanders 2 — 7 april 1945
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Weather - olear, bright sunny day.
There was trouble over the contact patrol between our Oarriers and the Highland -
Light Infantry of Cenada's carriers, They falled to contact at 0100 houre and weird
stiring tales came from 9 Canadian Inr.ntzotﬂnu headquarters gbout the x;g- |
| land Light Infantry of Canada's patrol teing t up In woods at map reference 9260,
Actually the failure to contaot was due to our friends being a half hour late, There
| was no shooting but the other ocarriers picked a Dutchaan who sald there were
1@ in the ds. The Brigadeer 1ald on that the woods in qQuection would be
searohed at first light by the two Battalions with the international boundry as the
.. Oag:;‘ll. Smith used a carrier section €0 do the job and reported nothing there
l;l:!h urt Infantry of Canada also found nothing, The enemy in Northern
Hol to be loosening up and advances wers expected. The enemy pooket
direotly to our north was still there but Canadian Infantry Brigade was tnz:g.ﬁ
an attack on DIDAM map reference #972 to start to olear it out, A few mortars ']
froc an assault gun were landing in "3" area, Thers were no o.;::xuu how—

ever, The firing was coming from the DI road, A ught in
three prisoners and their report was that the morale of the Germans in the ot
vas low, The Commanding Officer was called to a Brigade Orders Group at hours,

After utmugohc laid on a Battalion Ordere orw!h:s 9900 hours 3 April 1945 and
sent out word have everything ready for a move next day,

There was a Battallon Orders Group at 0900 hours, The 3 Cadadian Infantry Division @6

108400 was to move north and exploit into northern Holland, The & Canadian Infantry Bri-
JETINCH gade were to cgpture DO&UN map reference 9080, The 7 Cahadian Infantry Brigade
1eet 4004 were to olear the DI AAR pooket while the 9 Canadian Infantry Brigade
REORG I were to olear directly to ZUTPHEN msp reference 9*25 along the IJSSEL river, The
route to be followed iy shown on trace 1 endix 6, ¥ it went ¢t ZEDPAM
! reference 9868, TEREORG map refsrence 0570, DOETI map reference 0075 and
i 3 O map reference 9679, then up the main road to ZUTPHEN, If any part of this
| | | route proved impassable due to firs or demolition then branch-offs would be maed,
| ! The firet ob, eotive of the North Nova Scotia Highlanders was HELEN see trace 2
! Appendix 6, e ny objectives are ghown but they were lisble to change at any
1
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Map Refer- (3 April 45 tims, The bridge at oode name WINCH map reference 950527 wae g Stormont Dundas and
ence 937619 [T Glengary Highlanders responsibility, After the Bgttalion had taken HELEN the High- | g
Sheet ontihued land Light Infentry of Csnada were to paos through and selze the area HEATHER see
DOETINCHEM | | trace 2, Then exploit to THISTLE, Flnagly the Stormont Dundas and Glengary Hxsn-
Sheet 400N | landers were to pEan through and selze the small town of cods name DAFFODIL|
TERBORG | map reference 963%, Thus the approaches to the town of ZUPHEN would be cleared and the

assault on the town could go in, In the Battallsn Ohé order of march was to be the

Command Post followed by *AY *B", "C*" and then "D" Co anies, "A" Company was to bave a

a troog‘tanke from the Sherbrooke Fusilier Regiment, They also had under cogmand a |
section of wasps, a section of ocarriers and s section of pioneers and a Forward

Observstion Officer,"B* Company had a troop of tanks, section of wasps, sesotion of

Oarriers, a section of ant-tank guns, The troops wers to be oarried by Troop Carry-
ing Vehloles to the woods at map reference #296, Then "A" and "B" Companies would

proceed on the tahks into their objectives with "C" and *D* Companies following on
foot, The Battallion was to be ready %o move at 1300 hours., Part of the Battalion was

able to get away on a bath parade in the morning, Morale was hlfh &8 the news froo
all battle fronts was exceptionally good and we were once more iberating not con-
quering and a friendly populace makes a big difference, The Battallon moved off at

1330 hours and it was a olear run up to the de-bussi front, The Stormont Dundas

and Glengary Highlanders found the brld?a, code name WINCH, intgot and "A" Company

prooseded to their objeotive on HELEN without any opposition outside of the odd

{mortar Or two Iram acroes the river, The other thrse Cazz:ntes quickly moved on
thelr objectives and consolidated, Command Post was set up in the house at map
reference 969861, During the afternoon our carriers contacted the 2 Canadlan Inf-
antry Division on our right, gnnlhs:,anrrlsr sectlon under Cgpt., H, Smith was sent

{¥o patrol the river down to ERONKHURST) code name HALTEN map reference 93, Thay
found Lt alear of the enemy it were nned fired on from aporoes the river, "D*

! Company was moved down to guard the river erossings especlally the one st map re-
ferenoe 922883 (see trace 3 Appendix 6, ) "p® Company moved a platoon down to the
dyke Just opposite this crossing. Wnile their platoon w.s moving along the dyke be-

{hind this orossing they wers fired on and got a prisoner, He sald there were fifteen

|Germans dug in at the orossing and so Capt. R. Graves "D' Company Commander decided to
tee-up an attaok with the carriers to olsar the dyke, "B* Company meanwhile, had |

Inx;]oitod out to the village of BAAK map referencs 9788,
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!'D' Company ueing a osction of carriers for oover!ng fire, attacked the dyks,
! ‘dnv heavy morter fire from aoross the river and suff
| sniping and machine gun fire, In the dark one platoon was dlsorganized and reports
: of the Company bexnf surrounded etc. started to come in, However, there was no
n

Vap Refer—
enoe 969%63

actusl fighti dur
' diffioult for D" Company to

ithelr next objeotive, tha town of

were to use the left main rosd whil "B" and "D* Companies used the right, *5¢

{in support were a troop of Anti-tank guns, a troop of tanks,a section of 4,2
|mortars, a troop of tanks and g FOrward Obse

i13u5 hours with "A" and "3" Companies in transport and *C" and *D* Companies
| and OATS
| {sent shead to

Post was set up at house map reference 929. There was a ds=lay becsuse of a
orater in the road at map reference 990939. The Sappers were working on it so

| allow the wagpe through. By 1530 hours there were gtill no tanks and the Commanding

Officer called Brigads and was promised one troop immediately, The crater Was

{paired and "A" Company wae orderasd forward at 1730 hours with "3* Qo any also push—
ing off immedlately, "A" Company started to hit snipers and progress became very
' |glow a8 =pch house had to be carefully gpgroaoh&d ﬂnd oleared, "B" Company on the

right meating no opposition and reported UAY gt 1840 hours., They were ordersd

l proceed on to STRAW, "A" Company after a stiff fight reported HAY at 1930 hours.

ered sgsualties, There was

g the nlght, only intermittent morarfing which made it rather
ottle #own, Their casualties were rather high for such
|a small operation, with two ¥illed ana flght wannded, The Brigadier came to sece the

| Commanding Officor at 1150 hours and gave to the North Nova Scotia Highlanders as
'&m. code name DAFFODIL, Map refersnce 9694

The route used by the Battalion is shown on trace 1 Appendix 7. Troops were to be

Ic.rrlod in vebicles to de-bussing gomt at woods, code name M, map reference
003928, The Battalion would attao! along a two company axls, uskng "A" Compeny and
|*B" Company forward with *C* Company and "D any back, "A" and *C* Companise

|any was to have under command a section of waspe and a seotion of ploneers, while
Tvation Officer, The Bgttalion moved at
:’;Er‘rhorn were four report lines estagblished along the two axle called HAY, STRAW,

g% trace 2 endix 7. One platoon of "4"* Company on carriers was
fake over the bridge at lag reference 002902 from the Reccs, Comrgnd
3

They
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Keanwiils "BY Company atill seeting no oppoaition reported STRAW and weres orderst ts
2onn0l 1date un*11 "A" Company cleared to STRAW and thus proteot their left flank,
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- ay Imo piatoon nada been sent Lo olear tne area between them ana "A" Company ana wnile
doing 80 tney came under Machine Gun fire and Lt. P.A. Higgins was kiliea. The
OmlumodIt.roop- e Yy were meeting were lo years old, wno were Tignting ranatically ana
| suppisingly 1 with very little support outside of machine guns ana bazookas.
nmu-tmnmnu'm-o-nyuponum.hq Sent back Lo prisoners or war

as far as « Now "A®
pushed on to QATS.

Weatner - a oclear

jon towaras WHEAT. Major Winnola, "i® Company Commanaer came to see tne C

;nu. oung reanatics. "C" Company was oraerea to rirm up on HAY benina "A" Company
'm!v-o tonnns:mbum'l'cwy.'l'mm etrated
! pany was orderea Lo proosed to STRAW while "B" Company

sunny aay
At tois point of tne attack "A" Company became involved in a Yierce rignt ror a nosp-
'[Atal in the wooas in area map reference JuR945. The Germans were welli dug in and neld
fairly strong position. The Commana Post movea at U145 nours to nouse at map
reference yooy4l, Just benind "A" Company. By U UU nours "A® Company reported tne
Ospital and woods cleared and were toid to consolidaSe there ana wait for "C" Com-
to pass torough tnem. ".U" Company then passea througn "A" Company ana procesaea

mwruemuu«mtmu-mum.mummmm

! under neavy machine gun rire and tne rignting appearea tO nave suiftea rrom
© left axis to the rignt axis. By 04Uy hours "C" Company reported WHEAT ana
over to tune eage of the wooas along WuEAl midway between the two asex. Most of tne

map reference 974952. After suffering several casualties sajor Wrignt relt tne positi

! Tire seemed s On the ":" Company axis, rrom two 20 mm guns at roaa Jjunction

was held in sufficient strength to warrant an attack properly rormed up witn

ing arms, 80 asked permission to puil back the forward platoon sufficiently far to
orgonize this. In the meantime two troops ol Crocodiles nad reportea at first iignt

80on reported naving aifriculty with the wood, so "s" Company was oraerea to
[across to the other axis in order to co-orainate tueir attack wita tae troop
Odiles on the left. As scon as they started to ao so they came under fire fr

ana one troop was despatched along eacn axis. The troop on tne "B" Company axis

move
of croc-
om the

pﬂudtnomonmmtwuumu.mmmnmmmorhnp!

wounaea. Things siowea aown wnile Captain J.L. Falrweatner moved up to take over ana

.
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lII.O. Morgan and v.A. Saunuers wno went to "B+ Company ana LG, H.
lto waw Company

agis and went in on the road junction at map reference 974952 with bota troops of
crocodidles. Tnis was cleared without dificulty ana it was reit tnat the enemy uad
wituarawn, so permission was obtainea to Droceec straigut iuto Jit ovaww. “B% Some
rany went Lo tne rirst eross roads ana DV vompany utnen proceeueu aiong Lue maln
Poaa slrect LO Lhv SUU O4 LuG Luwl. b ile "C" C ¥ Civarevu up Lue soutn alde
Or the town. The iew macoine gunoers iell then wers discouraged by toe Lir00p OL
tanks woiking wita eacn Company. “C" Company sent out a Dlgut patrod at 2uiv aours
wnich brusheu up against some Germans. dad a corporal £ilivd alu a lauce corp-
oral wounaea. They were trying to contact the Stormont Dunuas ana Glengary Hignianu-
During tne pas. 24 nours of righting all taree Battaiions or toe y Canadian

lnrantry Brigaue had run into phe same Ty

pe oI Germans - young, AoOUl sixteen and

Sevenieen years Ol agv On the average - fanatio,
Germany woulu wing4 ana toeir beiier in Hitler

Wien interviewed toey Still taougnt
and hazism was sSLiii unsoasen, How-

ever, tnere were cases ng uLne g{i 8 Or Just vauly scareu buys. Tne unit woich
W8 were liguting was b paratroop vision Of wunich we haa perioulcasly seen so much,
KOSt or unem naa oniy veen in b.nmlmkmmolvwommubmmtho
army taree montns. They nea no supporting arms outside or a Tew mortars out were
supplied with bazookas ana machine guns of whicn they had many. Rear Battalion Heaar ...
quarters moved in with Command Post, The Companies were tireu arver Iignting ail
night. This was parviculariy true or "A" Company and "B" Company. Lt. rrouae, A.G.
or "D" Company was nit in thne ieg by a sniper buliet and evacuatea, Tnis made rour
orficers, two kilied, two wounded ana twenty nine other ranks, rour kilieu ana
twenty rive wounded. rour new reinrorcement Orricers arrivea - Lts. G.Macvonaia,
Hasxins whno went

' There were sarly reports of active -uglng from the cemeytgry at map refersnoc 958951
|Several civilians wers hit by theses sn pers but no soldiers untll g fifteen hundred
‘welght end then a J2ep drove past the barricade down the ualn rosd. zZi. weare wouided
in the fifteen hundred weight wile an officer was killed 1in the Jeeg. They were not
our Battallon vehicles or persorinel. Officer was called to a Brlgndc
conference at 1145 hours. There was a Battalion ers Jroup at 1230 hours, "C
|Company was to exploit tc map refersnce 3. "A" Companyj was to move up and take
over from the Recce, "B" Compeny was to move out %o houses at @sap reference 965934
to relieve a Company of the Stormont Pundas and Olengary Eighlanders and come wpev
their ocommand - see trace 5 for Company objectives, "B" Company moved over to relieve
the Company of Stormont Dundas and monnr{ Highlanders immedlately, "A" Company was
moved into poeition Without any trouble "C" Company teed-up their attack but were
‘not fire and reported on their objective at 1500 hours, The & Canadian Infantry
| Brigade entering Z.TPHEN from the north and teking the pressure orf our front
|

Major F,A, Sparks rejoined the Battalion taking over as Second in Command., There was
‘one man woundsd by salpers during the day. Otherwise it was a rather quiet with
the Battalion getting rested up and checking its equipment, An Intell ce Seotion
Observation Post was set up in the church at map reference 963949, The Commanding
 Officer went to Brigade Hegdquarters at 1600 hours.

She
officer at 1930 hours

nnm'w. The Brigadier came to see h"c_nug
ZUTP iteelf was to be an & Canadien Infantry Brigade do. re was a moving plo-

ture show for some of the men at Battalion Headquarters at 2000 hours,
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he

L Officer called in Captain Gormley,A.F. and tesd-up an attack on the oemetry. It

"1l Weather - clear, bright, sunny day.

y and the liet posts rted the front v 19t (traces endix 8),
Cemetry and the mnt"fa.. of iﬁm showed no nmﬁ.; uh.tnmr..go Command~

nt Dundas and Glengary mgm.u also sent a Company into the southern
art of the town and we contacted along the main street, Orders oame a:::dn
de at 1500 hours fo a move to a ooncentration area near 9799, A party
ead :’ﬂ{:r‘:.e.n. 8 left immediately to dook over the ua area., The order of

was o, OR and *3" G-g:m. A
~til a of the Stormont Dundas and Glengary ers had relieved them;
s would some time later in the afternoon, The talion moved okly and
Post was set up in a house at reference 967997. For the Adlepos—
tion see trace 1 Appendix B, This was etrictly a concentration move 80 as to get
Battglion olear of ZUTPHEN and in a pogition where ik could move ulckly north,
area was quiet except for the sound of gunfire in the distance ngch was support-—
ng a 7 Canadian Infantry Brigade attack, Twenty reinforce ents arrived today.

v quiet morning until 1100 hours when orders came thro from Brigade to move

at 1200 hours, The Uounung’ortuu- vent to Brigede Orders Oroi st LE30 hoors Sne| ™
genaral pum to seize a bridgehead over the BE:K CANAL in the area of map
{;tmo 0 and panetrate into the vil of BATHMEN map reference 0006, The

| 1dgehead would have to be seized and consolidated quickly to allow the sappers to
set a ballley bridge and open thes road to further penatrations of Northern Holkand
;buz bridge had been blwen the retreati eneay. The route to be followed 1s
'shown on trace 1 Appendix 9, All gavailable Battalion and supporting arme tr rt
was to be used up to the area of the houses at reference '« The att was
to take the form of a two Company foontal, with * * Company on the left and "D* Com—
pany on the right . The inter company axis was to be the main road. "D* Company on




