Arthur Britton, the man who arrested Heinrich
Himmler
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Rei(;hsfiirer SS Heinrich Himmler inspecteerzf zijn SS—'troepen
When the Germans invaded Belgium, Arthur Schrynemakers told his
wife, who was French, and their three children, a son and two daughters,
who were born in England, to flee to England. He dropped the name
Schrynemakers and went by his middle name of Britton. He was first
assigned to guard duty at Windsor Castle. But when it became known
that he spoke German, Dutch, and French as well as English, Arthur
Britton was assigned to Field Security. His next assignment was to
Tunisia, where he is shown in the photo below on his motorcycle in

Tunisia.

Next stop was Brussels. There he was given a brief leave so that he could
see his father, with whom he had had no contact for four and a half
years. It was only then that Schrynemakers learned that his wife had
died during the war.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heinrich_Himmler

Arthur Britton

After Britton’s leave in Brussels came the Belgian Ardenne where he was
responsible for checking the identity of American soldiers to make sure
they were not Germans attempting to infiltrate the American lines [..].

On May 22, 1945 Britton and his men were manning a checkpoint at the
Bremervorde bridge in west Germany. Three men were brought in for
questioning by Britton, who examined their documents. One in
particular, going by the name of Heinrich Hitzinger (misspelled in the
arrest report as Hizinger), raised Britton’s suspicion. He arrested all
three and turned them over to his superiors. (The following arrest report
was provided to me by Britton and has been reproduced in several
publications. Both reports appeared in Album Souvenir, 1942-1972,
published by the Amicale des Milices Patriotiques du Front de



http://www.deathcamps.org/reinhard/himmlercap_de.html
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UNIT MAKING ARREST - . .. 3003 PSED, . o e
L
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Britton’s men added the following to the bare bones of the arrest report:


https://wwii-netherlands-escape-lines.com/schrynemakers-family-in-wwii/himmlers-arrest-2/himmler-arrest-report-001-2/

Appandix "C" to kain Hy 30 Corpa.
111/21/331(b) dated 26 May 45.
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Juring the morning of 2V kay 45 a group of five German officers and
seven olher ranks we~e detained at the bridge control at HRAKVORDE 9444
Wi referred to the .CUs of 45 F3 Section and 1003 FSHD for checking.

At first the Jermans Jdenied being all in the same party, and one of them,
8 Joctorgclaimed that the ORs were in his care as walking patienta.

all the members of the party carried diochu? issued since
1 say 45, and soume of these p:gcro wore stamped G.F.P., Undar interrogation
omofu‘.od;nmtudmt ey were all in ths same party, and werd all
in fact Jd.F.P,

The stated that they were policemen MUK and had received
orders n"-ﬁﬁ‘“’m unit to report to the Folisai ﬁxm.%-.

The party expressed concern about two other comrades, whem had
Leen forced to l.om tehind at a farm, sinee they were slek, e NCOs -
offered to go to collecttha mw—muuuomofmw-nom
was taken along as a guide. Thay drove W t.‘o supposed resting place of
the other two, but founi mo one,.

The German expressed his apologies and said the other two must heve .
gons. X

That eve the twslwe G.F.P, men were despatebed to WESTERTINER amd
tpmummmmahnt.thMthmlﬂt "
turn up in the area.

at 1700 hrs 22 May = of&rmua.n-
the same bridge control & m
muconu,y discharged from the Serman Army, muu-

uz again present. They wers put under arrest by 8jt.

45 Section.

In interrogation MWMMWW&MRN

GoF.P, and stated that they wars en route for MUNICH, (%

£ the second party te umnmm, mmh i
ﬂglr:\huv:ndz. Si ,nM“ln?}.
over one eye, was dressed Mno‘ eivilian O
w-nu, with a bloe Mu\». : Q/,,,‘@

A very brief interview of Arthur Britton filmed by British Movietone is to
be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBfs SYrels on
YouTube. A more detailed interview of Britton was done by Belgian
RTBF television in September 2002. The title is “Le Coup de Filet d’
Arthur Britton Arrestation d’ Himmler,” and is in French. A copy with
English language subtitles, posted September 4, 2018, is available on



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBfs_SYreIs
https://wwii-netherlands-escape-lines.com/schrynemakers-family-in-wwii/himmlers-arrest-2/supplemental-report-on-himmler-arrest/

YouTube at: https: //www.youtube.com /watch?v=uVZU-1Bv-
6M&list=PLfO3-TNAQN-paJ3iZVijxoYVJtJoyUlAQ .

During interrogation by the British officers, Hitzinger/Hizinger finally
admitted to his identity: “I am Heinrich Himmler.” Shortly thereafter,
he committed suicide, using a cyanide capsule hidden in his mouth [..].

After the liberation, Arthur Schrynemakers, regarding Himmler, he
said: “You have read in the papers the end of the wanted criminal. Thus
destiny would have it that the Boy caught the Biggest of the Bunch
because this man had more to say than even Hitler.”

The end of Himmler


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVZU-1Bv-6M&list=PLfO3-TNAQN-paJ3iZVjxoYVJtJ0yUlAQ_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVZU-1Bv-6M&list=PLfO3-TNAQN-paJ3iZVjxoYVJtJ0yUlAQ_

